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In the circumstances of the time you go out with a
special inspiration. We live at present under the spell
of a dominant motive beside which all the usual impulses
of conduct are trivial. You are about to play your
several parts in the greatest struggle the world has ever
known. There are some here who envy you the chance of
such action as is the privilege of the young. But, young
or old, the burden of the war presses on us all, and while
we strive to carry it we are conscious of a new birth.
The war has given life a seriousness of purpose which
for many was not there before. It has altered our
standards of moral value. It has cut away rank growths
which obscured the vision and encumbered the steps.
It has given us a truer conception of social responsibility.
It has swept aside much of what was mean, petty, sordid.
It has convinced us of the duty of sacrificing self. It
has made us face great issues with courage and sincerity.
May I not say that in the personal experience of many
persons here there is a sense of spiritual regeneration,
that out of the misery and cruelty and madness of the
war there comes a cleansing and uplifting of the heart ?

There is some soul of goodness in things evil,
Would men observingly distil it out.

Observingly or unconsciously we are all affected, and so
profoundly as to give hope that the soul of goodness will
prove more enduring than the evil from which it is
distilled.

One's thoughts turn to those who in normal circum-
stances would have been here to-day. The Universities
have taken a big share in the war by sending of their
best. Our nearly empty halls are witness to this, and
we are proud to think they are so empty. More than
four thousand members of this University are serving
with the forces: more than three thousand hold com-